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In further proof of their good feeling I may mention that, since we
occupied the capital and the other chief towns of Upper Burma,
although our soldiers freely mix with the people and might frequently
be taken at a disadvantage, not a single murder or act of violence
has been committed against them, while our detached parties, on their
arrival at the various villages of the outlying districts, are spontaneously
furnished by the inhabitants with supplies of water, and received with every
token of goodwill. Nor can there be any doubt that the prospect of the
substitution of a strong and orderly Government for the incompetent and
cruel tyranny of their former ruler is regarded with general satisfaction
by the inhabitants of all those parts of the country to which we have
penetrated.

The removal of the late King to a" place of security in India having been
duly effected, it becomes a matter of urgent necessity to decide under what
kind, of Government Upper Burma is to be placed. The Proclamation of the
1st of January declared the province to be from thenceforth an integral por-
tion of Her Majesty's dominions. It has also placed the administration under
the personal superintendence of the Viceroy. The latter part of this arrange-
ment, however, manifestly possesses a provincial character, and must be
replaced by a more satisfactory and permanent regime. I will now proceed
to discuss the alternative dispositions which have presented themselves to my
mind.

Being most reluctant to add unnecessarily to our Imperial responsibilities,
I first considered the possibility of restricting our interference to the barest
/minimum by confining it to such precautionary measures as would do no
more than prevent for the future the open or surreptitious introduction of
inconvenient foreign influences into the upper valley .of the Irrawaddy.
In other words I asked myself whether it might not be possible to trans-
form Burma, to use an expression now become familiar,- into a "buffer"
state. Under this arrangement, the Native Alompra dynasty would have
remained upon the throne ; the ruling Prince, like the Amir of Afghanis-
tan, would have been perfectly independent in matters of internal adminis-
tration, and all that we should have required would have been the right to
supervise his external relations. In fact, he would have become what the late
King would have remained had he accepted our original proposals, an autocra-
tic, though confederated sovereign. On closer examination, however, and with
more detailed information at my disposal, this scheme did not appear feasible.
The kingdom of Ava has neither the elasticity nor the ultimate power of re-
sistance which a "buffer state" ought to possess, as our recent expedition
has clearly shown. The maintenance by artificial means of its independence
on the great line of communication between our Burmese possessions